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“Every good thing you do creates,ripples that you may not see.Do them anyway,”

Unknown
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KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Government 
administration, led by the Director-General, Dr. 
Nonhlanhla. O Mkhize, is proud to announce 
the production of the first issue of the 
Provincial Council on AIDS newsletter.

This newsletter is aimed at showcasing the 
work that has been achieved by the KwaZulu-
Natal Provincial Council on AIDS (PCA). 
The PCA comprised of the new Chairperson 
Premier Mr. Thamsanqa Ntuli and Co-chair Mr. 
Richard Shandu, Government departments, 
Civil society, District Aids Councils, 
development partners and Private sector. The 
newsletter is centred around covering events 
and activities that have and continue to be 
taking place in the province to strive towards 
and achieve the goal of ending AIDS as a 
public threat by 2030. 

The PCA is a joint effort in the HIV and AIDS 
TB, STI’s response. Gender Based Violence 
remains a challenge as a structural driver 
for HIV and STI’s. The UNAIDS 95-95-95 
goal remain the highest measure in fighting 
the scourge. The Province has done well in 
achieving the first 95 which aims at diagnosing 
95% of all HIV positive individuals. Again, the 
Province is doing well on the third 95 which 
aims at achieving viral suppression for 95% of 
those treated. 

The second 95 which talks to provisioning of 
Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) for 95% of those 
diagnosed with HIV remains a challenge. 
Currently none of the eleven Districts in 
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KwaZulu-Natal has achieved this target, and there is a need to close this gap. 
Linkage to care becomes critical for all people tested HIV positive. They all need to be initiated on 
ART’s and adhere to treatment in order for their viral load to be supressed. Let us join hands in 
protecting KwaZulu-Natal women, children and all vulnerable groups from HIV and AIDS,TB,STI’s 
and GBVF. Community led monitoring is an integral part of Community Based services. Operation 
Sukuma Sakhe remains service delivery approach, this requires us to continue to put the KZN 
citizens in the center.

Let us join hands with the World on Global Alliance to End AIDS in Children by 2030.

Together We Can Do More. 
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The lack of a provincial research agenda to be 
implemented along with the Provincial Implementation 
Plan (PIP) for HIV and AIDS, TB, and STI’s (2017-
2022) came as one of the shortcomings in the end-
term review of the PIP. Suggesting the critical need 
for the 2023-2028 PIP for HIV and AIDS, TB, and 
STI’s to be implemented and aligned with a research 
agenda for the province. As it stands, there is a poor 
collaborative relationship between the research 
institutions, programme implementers, government 
departments and the AIDS Council, hence research 
findings are not effectively harnessed to inform and 
improve programme implementation to improve the 
HIV and AIDS, TB, and STI’s response. 

Hence the Provincial Council on AIDS  (PCA) held 
a Research Indaba whose main purpose was 
to have a multisectoral engagement, foster and 
build a strategic partnership, collaboration, and 
synergy between the AIDS Councils, Civil Society, 
government departments, programme implementers, 
higher institutions of learning, research institutions, 
and linkage to the community in addressing issues 
of early pregnancies, new HIV infections, GBVF and 
Mental Health among AYP as it related to the HIV and 
ADS, TB and STI’s response. This was a critical step 
towards bridging the gap between research findings, 
policy and programmes.

KZN HIV, TB, TEENAGE PREGNANCY and 
GBVF RESEARCH INDABA

KZN PCA

The two-day engagement highlighted the 
urgent need and eagerness from institutions, 
Civil Society and Government to have a 
community-centred approach in developing, 
and implementing programs, conducting 
research, and disseminating findings. Using 
community-centred approaches in research 
and programmes will ensure that interventions 
or research efforts are contextually relevant 
and sensitive to local needs. 

Further, community involvement will foster trust 
and build relationships between researchers, 
program developers, and community members. 
This trust is essential for the effectiveness, 
success and sustainability of programs or 
research initiatives. The main conclusion from 
the Research Indaba was that the PCA will 
coordinate the formation of a Multisectoral 
Research Task Team to guide, review and 
promote the development, implementation and 
dissemination of the Multisectoral Provincial 
Research Agenda in the province.
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Figure 1: KZN Research Indaba took place on 09-10 November 2023 at Blue Waters Hotel in Durban. The Indaba was attended by the Office of the Premier, higher institutions 
of learning and research institutions, implementing partners, UNICEF, UNFPA, SANAC, Civil Society Forum Sectors and government departments. The two-day engagement 
revolved around bridging the gap between research and the programmes being implemented on HIV and AIDS, TB and STI’s in the province particularly in areas pertaining to 
Adolescents and Young People (AYP).
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The Provincial Implementation Plan (PIP) 2023-
2028 is aligned to the National Strategic Plan for 
HIV, TB and STI’s 2023-2028.The Plan guides 
the provincial response and brings together all 
interventions implemented by various stakeholders. 

The first draft of the PIP was presented and 
approved by the social cluster and political cluster.
Wide stakeholder consultation was conducted in 
the development of the PIP. A steering committee 
was appointed to drive the process of the PIP to 
ensure fairness and transparency.

The Provincial Implementation Plan builds on 
lessons learned from the previous PIP 2017 
to 2022 and promote new and urgent focus to 
reduce inequalities for all people living with HIV.  

Consultation with Traditional Health PractitionersPersons with disabilities consultation.Consultaion with King Cetshwayo District.               

Provincial consultation with Civil Society. UGu District consultation.

HIVandAIDS, TB AND STI’s PROVINCIAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
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It addresses Gender Based Violence and 
Femicide, Human Rights violation and mental 
health.

The KwaZulu-Natal Provincial government 
formed a steering committee which led the 
development of the Provincial Implementation 
Plan 2023-2028 (PIP). Eleven Districts were 
consulted and people with disabilities and young 
people had their own separate consultation. 

The PIP is a strategic objective that aims 
to reduce barriers to accessing health and 
social services. The KwaZulu-Natal Provincial 
Implementation Plan is the “People’s PIP”, it 
places the communities in the centre and it is 
Youth driven.
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Consultations with UThukela District

Mr. Mavundla from AFSA engaging with the 
audience during the consultation at eThekwini Metro

Consultation with Faith Based Organisations Consultation with Faith Based Organisations 

Consultation with eThekwini Metro

Consultation with Zululand District

 Consultation with District coordinators

Consultation with PLHIV
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KZN Civil Society Forum is part of the South African 
National Council, which is made up of 18 sectors 
(PLHIV, LGBTQ, Sex Workers, Disability, Children, 
Men, Women, THP, SAC, Faith Based, Traditional 
Health Practitioners, Law and Human Rights, 
Labour, Youth, NGO’s, Higher Health, Research). 
PCA is guided by the Provincial Implementation Plan 
as the multisectoral plan for the HIV and AIDS, STI’s 
and TB response across province at the provincial 
level. The Provincial Implementation Plan serves 
as one plan guiding the provincial multisectoral 
response. A call for CSF elections was made to align 
the new CSF leadership with the new NSP (2023-
2028).

The KZN PCA Secretariat delegated by focal people 
at both Provincial and District levels to lead and 
coordinate the CSF elections from the local, District 
up to the Provincial stages. The consultations 
and plenaries for the Civil Society took place on 
February 2023. KZN held its CSF Elections at the 
District level between September and November 
2023, electing its structures and District EXCO’s 
led by the PCA Secretariat. All the District elections 
were completed, fair, and democratic sectors were 
satisfied with the leaders they chose. Further to the 
District’s elections, a KZN Provincial CSF Indaba 
was held with elections of the new CSF Provincial 
executive  structure and the process was led by the 
PCA supported by the IEC KZN. 

The Indaba was a success, and the new leadership 
will be leading the HIV and AIDS,TB,and STI’s 
response until 2028 as per the NSP and PIP. A 
huge congratulations to the newly elected CSF 
Provincial and District leadership as they lead with 
communities and accelerate response on the HIV 
and AIDS, STI’s and TB in the Province towards also 
achieving the goal of “Ending AIDS by 2030”

DISTRICT CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM 
ELECTIONS FOR 2023
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UMgungundlovu District Leadership: chairperson John Sekhonaye, Co – chairperson Mzamo 
Zondi, Deputy chair Zikhona Nyathi, Secretary General Nondumiso Ngcobo, Deputy secretary 
Tracy Sibisi, Resource mobilizer Nomfundo Msomi, Coordinator Racheal 

ILembe District Leadership: Chairperson Mr. Richard Shandu,Co-chairperson Pretty 
Nxumalo,Deputy chairperson Thandi Mthiyane,Secretary General Philani Ngcobo,Deputy 
secretary  Ntokozo Shezi, Resource mobilizer Mzazi Mthembu, Coordinator Ntobe Ngwane.

Elected Leadership of  Ethekwini CSF: Nkosikhona Ndlovu Chairperson,Co-chairperson Phumelele 
Ngcobo, Deputy chairperson Zonke Ndlovu,Secretary General Lindiwe Ndlovu,Deputy secretary Sazi 
Jali,Resource  mobilizer Zweli Mabaso, Co Ordinator  Sandile Khumalo.

Zululand District  Leadership: Chairperson Thabile Zulu, Co-chairperson Gugu Khumalo, Deputy 
chairperson Mr T Mhlanga, Secretary General Gloria Nene, Deputy secretary Mandla Hlatshwayo, 
Coordinator Dudu Zwane .
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Elected Leadership of  Ethekwini CSF: Nkosikhona Ndlovu Chairperson,Co-chairperson Phumelele 
Ngcobo, Deputy chairperson Zonke Ndlovu,Secretary General Lindiwe Ndlovu,Deputy secretary Sazi 
Jali,Resource  mobilizer Zweli Mabaso, Co Ordinator  Sandile Khumalo.
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Mzinyathi District leadership: Chairperson Rev Caleb Ndlovu, Co- chairperson Ronnie Khumalo, 
Deputy Chair Musa Makhathini, Secretary General Linda Mthembu, Deputy Secretary Nonkululeko 
Mkhize, Resource Mobilizer Rev W Sithole, Coordinator Sifiso Mhlungu.    

Harry Gwala Leadership: Chairperson Nomzamo Ngidi Co-chairperson Khanyisile Sitshange, 
Deputy chairperson Sphelele Dlamini, Secretary General Tankiso Motseki,Deputy Secretary Enoch 
Shezi, Resource mobilizer Nozuko Ngcawini, Co-ordinator Sindisiwe Dlamini-Mthethwa. 

UThukela District Leadership: Chairperson Thandazile Maphalala, Co-chairperson Makhithi 
Zikode,Deputy chair Sethabile Zulu, Secretary general Xoli Msimango, Deputy Secretary Gcino 
Gwala, Resource mobilizer Sthembiso Mtshali, Coordinator Zander Van Heerden

UMkhanyakude Leadership: Chairperson Saziso Nhleko, Co-chairperson Xolile Nsele,Deputy 
chairperson Nokuthula Dladla,   Secretary General Nonhlanhla Mthimkhulu, Deputy secretary Sanele 
Mngomezulu, Resource  mobilizer Menzi Qwabe, Coordinator Alex Ntuli 

Amajuba District Leadership: Chairperson Marcia Evans, Deputy chair Nompumelelo 
Sibiya,secretary General Zanele Mpungose,Deputy secretary Siyabonga Zikhali, Resource mobilizer 
Lindokuhle Mhlongo, Coordinator Minenhle Gumbi.

UGU District Leadership: Chairperson Zama Shange, Co-chairperson Mabusi Gwete, Deputy 
chairperson Thabani Khalala, Secretary General Nosipho Nkuphisa, Deputy Secretary Zinhle 
Ndimeni, Resource Mobilizer Nomzamo Gwala, Coordinator Nomaqhiza Nyathi   
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ADOLESCENTS AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE (AYP) 

Adolescents and Young People Champions 
programme is an initiative that aims to improve 
participation and inclusion of young people in 
multisectoral response to HIV and AIDS, TB, 
and STI’s.The programme was implemented 
at UThukela, eThekwini, Zululand and 
uMgungundlovu Districts. 

The first group was elected in December and 
placed in District AIDS Council. They assumed 
their duties in January 2024. Their purpose is 
to elevate voices of young people and ensuring 
adequate youth involvement and participation in 
the HIV and AIDS, TB and STI’s response.

The pictures show images from the training of the new group of AYP Champions which took place on 31 
January to 02 February 2024 in Durban. AYP Champions and Youth sector were capacitated on youth 
programmes, role of youth in the HIV and AIDS, TB and STI’s in the Province, stakeholder engagement, 
community mapping, advocacy and the new Youth HIV Prevention Strategy: #ZikhalaKanjani.
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The Office of the Premier hosted the Civil Society 
Forum Indaba at the Drakensberg’s Alpine Heath 
Resort on 13 and 14 March 2024. The aim
of the Indaba was to conduct elections for the 
appointment of the new leadership of KwaZulu- 
Natal’s Civil Society Forum (CSF), since the 
current leadership is in line with the Provincial 
Implementation Plan for 2023 to2028. Indaba 
also focused on stimulating discussions among 
participants on both days, with speakers presenting 
on different topics that are aimed at ending the 
AIDS epidemic.

KZN CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM ELECTION INDABA

Chief Director: Mr Sibusiso Nzimande welcoming the delegates at 
Civil Society Forum Indaba

Figure 1 : Panel discussion by members from different sectors chaired by 
outgoing chairperson of Civil Society Forum Indaba

Head of PCA Secretariat  Director Mrs. Gugu Shabangu addressing delegates at 
Civil Society Forum Indaba 

Delegates listening attentively                              

KZN PCA
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Delegate casting their votes

Delegate casting their votes

Ballot box with Results 

IEC representative informing delegates about the process of voting IEC representative informing delegates about the process of voting 
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Gagasi FM conducting interviews at Civil Society Indaba after elections
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Delegates of the CSF Indaba celebrating the results of elections.

Discussions around election results. Discussions around election results.

Closing remarks by Mr. Shandu, a newly elected chairperson for PCA Civil 
Society forum.
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Celebrations begins after the announcement of results
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Policy in action took place at iLembe District led by SANAC together with KZN PCA, Civil Society and 
Government official from departments. Various programmes were done across the Districts targeting 
children, women,PLHIV Higher Health. Sports, Arts and Culture, and all sectors of Civil Society. 
These programmes built towards the World AIDS Day. 

WORLD AIDS DAY POLICY IN ACTION
“LET COMMUNITIES LEAD”
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Delegates addressed by Deputy President during Higher Health session.

PLHIV creating awareness during policy in ActionDialogue among women during policy in action at Mandeni.
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Launch of the vending machine by Deputy President.

Visit to Blessed Gerard’s Care Centre Hospice Children’s Home. PLHIV addressing the audience, presenting the conversation Map.

Activity led by Sports Arts and Culture during policy in action
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Maidens welcoming the Deputy President and the Premier.

From left: Premier of KZN,Deputy Minister ,Deputy President. and his wife . From left: Premier of KZN,Deputy Minister ,Deputy President. and his wife . 

KwaZulu-Nata Provincial Government hosted World AIDS Day in 2023.It was led by the Deputy 
President. The commemoration took place in Mandeni, KwaNgcedomhlophe Sports ground. World 
AIDS day is commemorated on the 1st of December every year, in 2023 Kwazulu-Natal Province 
was chosen to host the World AIDS Day. The event was attended by more than 4000 people from all 
sectors of society.

WORLD AIDS DAY COMMEMORATION 2023
“ LET COMMUNITIES LEAD.”

Arrival of the Deputy President and the Premier at the launch of Global 
Alliance to End AIDS in Children.

KZN PCA
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Deputy President and his entourage engaging with children during the launch of Global Alliance to End AIDS in Children.

Deputy President addressing delegates during World AIDS Day.

Deputy President leading delegates visit at Sundumbili CHC.

MEC for Health Nomagugu Simelane chairing the programme during the World AIDS Day
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Deputy President’s wife addressing Children during the launch of Global Alliance to End 
AIDS in Children.
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Clean up campaign at Bhongoza informal settlement led by departmental reps and Civil Society Sector  members.

Soup and bread was provided to the Bhongoza community during the clean up campaign.

WORLD TB DAY BUILD UP ACTIVITIES AT 
RICHMOND

Men’s Sector Dialogue in Hopewell on the 20th of March 2024. Chairperson of UMagungundlovu engaging with people using drugs.
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On 27 April 2024 young men and women gathered 
at the memorial hall at the Richmond Silahla 
sportsground, to launch Zikhalakanjani Youth HIV 
prevention strategy. 

Zikhalakanjani is a Youth HIV prevention strategy 
whose main priority is the communication of Socio-
Behavioural Change messaging that will improve 
active youth participation in the HIV and AIDS 
response, and concurrently improve AYP (adult and 
young people) -related indicators. 

Some of the dignitaries present at the launch 
included the Premier of KwaZulu-Natal, Nomusa 
Dube-Ncube, MEC for Health, Nomagugu 
Simelane, UMgungundlovu Mayor of Richmond 
Cllr M Ngcongo, MPL Speaker of KwaZulu-Natal 
Legislature, Ms N N Boyce, and the South African 
National AIDS Council Acting CEO, Nelson Dlamini. 

On this particular day there was an unveiling 
of the vending machines that contain sexual 
and reproductive health products such as, 
contraceptives, PrEP, condoms, lubricants, 
femidoms, assistive devices etc,. These machines 
will be placed in different areas in the Province of 
KwaZulu-Natal. In future these machines will be 
places in different area of the province in Kwazulu-
Natal.

WORLD TB DAY 
COMMEMORATION 
and LAUNCH OF 
ZIKHALAKANJANI 
CAMPAIGN

In the middle is Premier, left , MEC for Health and speaker of KZN Legislature 

Dr Sandile Tshabalala addressing the audience at the launch of Zikhalakanjani campaign.

Acting CEO Nelson Dlamini from SANAC addressing the audience at the launch of 
Zikhalakanjani campaign

Delegates at the launch of Zikhalakanjani campaign.
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The community of Richmond in UMgungundlovu 
District converged at Isilahla sportsground to 
commemorate World TB Day. The event took 
place on 27 April 2024 and was hosted by the 
Office of the Premier in collaboration with other 
departments and developmental social partners.
 
World TB Day is a global commemoration 
that aims to create public awareness about 
Tuberculosis, an airborne disease which, despite 
being curable, is the number one cause of 
mortality and morbidity in KwaZulu-Natal and 
South Africa as a whole.

Richmond within UMgungundlovu District 
compared to other districts in the Province 
of KwaZulu-Natal has the highest number of 
Tuberculosis cases.  Tuberculosis is a killer 
disease   but can still be cure if detected early 
and people take and finish the treatment. 

The Premier of KwaZulu-Natal Ms Nomusa Dube 
-Ncube together with the MEC for Health Ms 
Nomagugu Simelane Speaker of KZN Legislature 
Ms N N Boyce and local leadership addressed the 
community of UMgungundlovu District during the 
commemoration of World TB Day.
 
In her speech the Premier emphasized that 
nowadays and age we should not expect people 
to die from TB when there is treatment available 
in hospitals and clinics with high advanced 
technology and medication designed to cure 
Tuberculosis. People should take precaution to 
avoid spreading TB and urgently consult with 
doctors if they suspect they are sick.  
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COMMEMORATION OF WORLD TB DAY
“YOU AND I CAN END TB”

Handing over of garden tools to women empowerment group.

Handing over of garden tools to women empowerment group.

Premier Nomusa Dube-Ncube engaging with members of the community 
at Silahla sports ground.
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Officials from the departments collaborated with developmental social partners such as PEPFAR , 
Global Fund, UNAIDS , USAIDS,Health systems Trust, THINK, TBHIV care, to provide services to 
the community at iSilahla Sports ground during World TB Day.
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Officials from HIV and AIDS Directorate in the Office of the Premier
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